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Ground Rules for Writing Historical Fiction

•
Unless otherwise instructed, you may include imaginary characters. However, the conditions within which these characters operate and the major events they witness must conform to the historical record. Do research so you can incorporate facts into your narrative and present accurate perspectives.

•
Good historical fiction does more than describe events. Show how your characters saw those events at the time through their historical perspectives.

•
Convince the reader that your characters are real. Give them depth. The reasons behind their actions or beliefs may be complex, or even contradictory.

•
Remember that you do not need to agree with or support your characters’ beliefs—you need merely to represent those beliefs accurately.

Questions to Think about When Writing Historical Fiction

•
How can I use language and dialogue to create an authentic sense of the time period?     
•
How can I make my characters authentic, with perspectives that reflect the time and place in which they lived?

•
What evidence do I have that this is what my characters would believe or do?

•
What other options might my characters have, given this time and setting?

•
What is my point of view?

•
From what other point of view could I have told this story?

•
How accurate or plausible is my story or poem?

•
How does my story or poem help others understand the past in ways that other sources do not?
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